
 

 

 
 

Agenda Item: Zoning Application 2019-705, UDO Text Amendment for 
Height Allowance to Communication Towers 

 
TO:   Mayor and Board of Commissioners  
 
FROM:  Mary Jo Gollnitz, Senior Planner 
 
DATE:  February 3, 2020 

 
 
Background/Issue:  

  
 APC Towers, LLC is requesting a text change to increase the allowable height for a stealth communication 

tower. 
  

• Request is to increase height allowance for stealth communication towers in the I-1 zoning district (Light 
Industrial) adjacent to residentially used or zoned district 
 

• Current ordinance only allows up to 80’ towers adjacent to residential zoning district. 
 

• The text change as proposed would not only apply to a specific site which is the reason for the request, but 
for any other property within the I-1 district. Other locations in I-1 districts adjacent to residential zoning 
could use this text revision to install a stealth communication tower up to 120’ (see attachment). 

 
• Matthews Unified Development Ordinance defines stealth or concealed structure: 

shall mean the support structure for a communications antenna which is primarily for another principal 
use or accessory to the principal use on the lot where it is located, and partially or wholly conceals the 
antenna or minimizes its appearance in relation to the principal use of the stealth structure. A stealth or 
concealed structure may also be a freestanding structure with no other use connection to the principal 
use on the site when it is designed to match features on the site, such as a “tree” structure within 
natural trees. A stealth structure shall visually blend in and fit with the overall activities and structures 
on the site. All appurtenances to the antenna are wholly concealed by the same structure or other 
structure in the immediate vicinity, except where a stealth application is not part of a building, then the 
equipment and wiring shall not be required to be wholly concealed. 
 

 
Proposal/Solution 
 
The text change would allow stealth communication towers up to 120’ to be install on all I-1 properties.  
 
 
Financial Impact 
 
None 
 
 
Related Town Goal 
 
Quality of Life 
 



Recommended Action 
 

Hold the public hearing on the attached text changes to the Communication Tower Section 155.5.06.41.C.5 of 
the Matthews UDO, then refer the proposed amendment to the Planning Board for their review and 
recommendation. 



The proposed revisions hare are either revising current wording or adding new language to 
current sections. New text is indicated by blue font and current text to be deleted is indicated in 
red font with strike through. 

 
5. TABLE OF MAXIMUM TOWER HEIGHT IN VARIOUS ZONING DISTRICTS 

Maximum Communications Tower Height (feet) in Multi-Family, Mixed Use and  
Nonresidential Zoning Districts 

   District Adjacent to any residential 
Zoning District 

When no residential district is adjacent 
    
  Non-Stealth Stealth 1 user/2 users/3 users/Trunked Public Safety 
R-15MF, R-12MF, SRN,    
C-MF 

Not permitted 80* 80*/ 100/ 120/ not permitted 
      

R/I Not permitted 80*/***  80*/  100 /  120 /  not permitted 

0 50 80* 100*/  120 /  140 /  not permitted 

B-1, B-1SCD, B-D 50 80* 120*/  140 /  160 /  not permitted 

B-H 60 80* 180*/  200 /  220 /  400** 

B-3, I-1, MUD, TS, ENT 
I-1 

60 
  

80* 
80*/*** 

180*/  200 /  220 /  not permitted 
  

I-2 60 80* 200*/  220 /  240 /  400 ** 
     (Ord. 919, passed 4-28-97; Am Ord. 2141, passed 4-11-16) 

Note: Communications towers are not permitted in Downtown Overlay per § 155.506.41.C.4. 

* Where there are existing nonresidential structures that exceed the above-given height limit (such as electric 
transmission towers), then these structures may also be used for antenna locations.  These limits may be 
increased by twenty feet (20’) for each additional user collocating on the stealth structure up to an 
additional forty feet (40’), and only when such location will not require the antenna to be lighted. 

**(1)There are no residential zoning districts within one thousand foot (1,000’) radius of the proposed tower 
site, or are across a controlled access right-of-way from any residential district. (Am. Ord. 2141, passed 4-
11-16) 

     (2) The owner//developer and/or lessee of the proposed tower must possess a license (see Form FCC 574 
or replacement Form FCC 600), to operate a Trunked Public Safety and Special Emergency Radio Services 
system in accordance with FCC Regulations Part 90, Subpart B and C, 90.15 and 90.33 respectively, and 
such tower will be used by licensee for the operation of a Trunked Public Safety and Special Emergency 
Radio Services system. 

     (3) Location of non-Public Safety system antennas for collocators shall not be restricted to two hundred 
forty feet (240’) or less, but such collocation antennas shall be located below the principal Public Safety 
system antennas. 

     (4) The proposed tower is designed to allow collocation by at least two users and applicant for the tower 
provides written documentation that a collocating provider has/can lease space. 

*** When utilizing a stealth tower application, the above given height limits may be increased up to an 
additional 40’ at the time of initial construction.  Photo simulations must be provided.  Said simulations must 
show all exterior edges of the property.  Additional documentation such as coverage maps may also be 
provided.  Site plan to be reviewed and approved by Town Board.  (Ord. 1965, passed 9-9-13; Ord. 2025A, 
passed 6-9-14) 



 
 
 

EXAMPLE OF OTHER LOCATIONS THAT WILL BE IMPACTED BY 
PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENT 
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